MINUTES OF MORETON CORBET AND LEE BROCKHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE LEE BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2023 AT 7.30 PM
Present:

Mr C Mackley              
Chairman
Mr A Brown

           
Mr K Evans 


Vice Chairman
Mrs J Embrey

Mr J Plaskett

Mr D Maddock

Brigadier A Hedley
             Clerk

MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF THE LEE BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL       (LBVH)COMMITTEE
1.The Chairman of the LBVH Committee (Mr Orrell) had earlier requested an informal meeting with the Parish Council. The aim was to discuss matters of common interest and to explore ways in which each organisation could help the other and Mr Orrell thanked the Parish Council for their annual £500 grants over the past 6 years. The Village Hall had undergone substantial improvements over the past 2 years and was now in excellent condition, holding well-attended events regularly. Plans were in place to install a defibrillator; some funding had already been secured but a further £1600 was needed. Other matters were discussed including the poor drainage within the middle of Lee Brockhurst; the Clerk undertook to contact EM Oswestry over this and Mr Woolfenden agreed to be the point of contact for EM Oswestry to deal with. Other matters discussed included the Parish Council website and the lawfulness or otherwise of residents protecting the frontage of their properties from HGV/tractor damage. 
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

2. The minutes of the last meetings, held on 23 May were approved.

MATTERS ARISING

3. Replacement of damaged road signs/repairs to the parapet of Lee Bridge.  The damaged signs on the northern outskirts of the A49 at Preston Brockhurst had at last been replaced but the ‘unsuitable for HGVs’ sign by Lee Bridge had not yet been reinstated (deemed a (low priority as the use of the minor road into Lee Brockhurst by HGVs is not unlawful).  Repairs to Lee Bridge would be done as part of a routine maintenance plan.
4. Pothole repairs to New Road by Keeper’s Cottage, Acton Reynald. This matter had been ongoing for a long time.  Earlier in the year some holes had been poorly filled in, whilst others had not been treated at all, with the result that drivers had to steer a winding course to avoid hitting the untreated ones.  Following complaints to EM Oswestry, further works  were promised in the Autumn. These were undertaken and resulted in a partial improvement but not the  full solution.  The Clerk had thanked the head of EM Oswestry but stressed that ultimately the problem would only be resolved by resurfacing a complete section of the road.  Afternote: since the meeting the Government has announced a further £2.5 billion over 5 years from savings on HS2 for pothole repair and the Clerk had requested that this work be included in EM Oswestry’s repair schedule.
5.  Replacement of the steps on the National Trust circular walk at Lee Brockhurst. The Clerk had contacted the NT and has had confirmation that work to install the steps would start on 4 December and it was hoped that this would be complete by the w/e of 9/10 December.
FINANCE
6.  The following matters were approved:

a. Parish Council precept bid for FY24/25-£2300 (no change from FY23/24)

b. Authorised payments:
(1) Grass cutting Lee Brockhurst Village Green-£250
(2) CPRE grant £25

(3) Hire of Preston Brockhurst Village Hall-£15
PLANNING UPDATE
7. The following notifications had been received:

a. Hunter’s Crag, Lee Brockhurst- construction of a new dwelling within the curtilage of the existing property.  This was a pre-application and the Parish Council noted that the building would be erected in open countryside and therefore was unlikely to be approved by the planning authority if a formal application were to be submitted. 
b. Palm Springs Farm outbuildings-conversion of barns to 3 dwellings-supported by the Parish Council (decision awaited)
c. 3 Lee Hill, Lee Brockhurst-siting of replacement log cabin and removal of existing one-not supported, as work had already been carried out in advance of approval
d. 3 Lee Hill Lee Brockhurst-enforcement enquiries raised in relation to Item 7 d and also concerning the construction of a barn to the west of the main property-matter under investigation by Shropshire Council
MATTERS ARISING

8.  The occupants of the Old School Moreton Corbet had expressed concerns over the impact of work on the anaerobic digester sited close to their property. Councillor Evans undertook to provide the Clerk with specific assertions from the occupants so that the matter could be investigated fully.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

9. This was agreed to be at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 9 January 2024 in the Preston Brockhurst Village Hall and Councillor Embrey undertook to make the booking.
