MINUTES OF MORETON CORBET AND LEE BROCKHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD IN THE PRESTON BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 19 MAY 2026 AT 7.30 PM
Present:

Mr C Mackley


 Chairman
Mrs J Embrey
Mr K Evans


Vice Chairman

Mr J Lester

Mr D Maddock

Mr J Plaskett

Ms Z Ryder

Brigadier A Hedley
             Clerk

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
1. No member of the public attended the Assembly which was advertised on the Parish Council       website.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

1. Appointments for 26/27. The following appointments were unanimously agreed:


a. Chairman


Mr C Mackley


b. Vice Chairman

Mr K Evans


c. Clerk and Treasurer
            Brigadier A Hedley (only until a replacement is found or                                                                 the matter is otherwise resolved)

d. Snow Warden

Mr J Lester


e. Tree Warden

Mr J Plaskett

The Clerk stated that, having been in post since 1997, he intended to stand down in May 2026.

2.  Finance

a. Internal auditor’s report FY25/26.  Councillors noted the report dated 25 Apr 26.
b. Annual Governance Statement FY25/26. Councillors authorised the Chairman and   Clerk/RFO to sign the Statement.

c. Accounting Statement FY25/26.  Councillors authorised the Chairman to sign this document.

d.  Exemption Certificate FY25/26. Councillors authorised the Chairman and Clerk/RFO to sign this certificate which would now be forwarded to the appointed auditor (PKF Littlejohn). The right to inspect accounts notice would be displayed on the website in June in accordance with the required regulations. All other required documents relating to the accounts would also be posted on the website.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
1. Minutes of previous meeting.  The minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 26 were approved.
2. Matters Arising

a. Finding a new Parish Clerk. Following the failure to recruit a new unpaid clerk so far, Brigadier Hedley reaffirmed that he wished to stand down and for the transfer process to be carried out in an orderly way as soon as possible. Councillors discussed several options which included finding a replacement who would be willing to take on the role unpaid but with a working from home allowance (WFH) of £c400 pa. Other options included paying the new clerk £c14 per hour (estimated £2000+ pa) plus NIC costs, WFH and mileage allowances and also the possibility of merging with an adjacent PC. Lastly Councillors discussed whether one or more members of the PC might be able share the tasks of clerk and RFO. If the only option was to pay the full costs of a replacement this would either significantly increase the annual PC precept or mean that the current grants to village halls and churchyards might have to cease. In order for Councillors to have more information the Clerk undertook to list the tasks he undertook and his contacts with whom he dealt. This would be circulated to Councillors as soon as possible and it was agreed that a further meeting would be held in August.
3.  Bills for payment
   The following bills were authorised for payment:
   a. Parish Council insurance £192.10
   b. Grants to Lee Brockhurst and Preston Brockhurst Village Halls -£600 each

   c. Grants to St Peter’s Church Lee Brockhurst and St Bartholomew’s Church Moreton Corbet-       £300 each
  d. Internal audit fee-Mr I Wilson £50
  e.  SALC annual subscription-£234.57
  f. Grass cutting charges season 2026-£300 (payable to Mr Farley at end of season)
  g. Financial update: Current account balance is £5667 after inclusion of FY26/27 precept (£3300) and further CIL addition ((£671). After payment of bills at para 3 and allowance made for future VH bookings, CPRE grant and CIL ring-fenced amount of £2325, the forecast credit at end of current FY is £542.  Additionally, £1620 is held in the reserve account.
4.  Date of next meeting
This will be held in August at date to be decided in due course.
