MINUTES OF MORETON CORBET AND LEE BROCKHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE PRESTON BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 28 MARCH 2023 AT 7.30 PM
Present:

Mr C Mackley              
Chairman
Mr A Brown

           
Mr K Evans 


Vice Chairman
Mrs J Embrey

Mr J Lester

Mr D Maddock

Brigadier A Hedley
             Clerk

1. Minutes of previous meeting.  The minutes of the meeting held on 10 January 23 were               approved.

2.  Matters Arising

a. Delay in actioning reported damaged road signs.   The large road sign to the north of Rockhall crossroads on the A49 had now been replaced. The 40 mph section of the sign on the northern side of Preston Brockhurst was still missing, as is the small ‘unsuitable for HGVs’ sign on the eastern side of Lee Bridge by the A49. EM Oswestry has been reminded of these. Councillor Maddock also requested that remedial repairs could be carried out on the parapet of Lee Bridge. Afternote:  EM Oswestry informed.
b.  Replacement of the steps on the National Trust circular walk at Lee Brockhurst.
           The National Trust has confirmed that the replacement steps have now been ordered and              that the cost will be £2400 plus installation charges. 
3.  Finance

a.  Audit FY22/23 update.  The Clerk confirmed that Mr Wilson had agreed to do the internal audit and that the accounts would be given to him by 20 April (subject to NatWest sending the supporting bank statements in time).  Thereafter, the Clerk would forward all the paperwork to Councillors in advance of the May meeting.
b. Approval to increase the grass cutting payment for FY23/24 to £250. The Clerk informed the meeting that in view of the current inflation rate of over 10% and also because the current grass cutter mowed more frequently than his predecessor, it seemed reasonable to increase the remuneration by £50 for the period Apr 22-Oct 23.  This would mean a payment of £250 in November 23.
  4. Planning Applications update

a. The Lodge Lee Brockhurst-waiver of agricultural occupancy condition. This house was built in 1984 under planning rules, allowing permission for dwellings designated for agricultural workers. The current owner had applied for the restricting conditions to be removed, having fulfilled certain requirements.  Supported by the Parish Council and approved by Shropshire planning on 12 Apr 23.
b. Springfield House Stud Moreton Mill-enforcement investigation.  A report had been filed (not by the PC) of a possible unlawful track being dug from the property to the A53.
5.   Police Community Charter-review of Parish Council priorities.  Following consultation with Councillors, it was agreed that the priorities set out in May 21 would remain in force but with extra emphasis being given to increased police presence at night. Councillor Evans requested that police patrols at night could be stepped up round Moreton Corbet castle.  He reported that there were quite frequent noisy gatherings of young people, sometimes staying till 1.30 am.  Afternote:  This information was passed to the Community Charter coordinator and acknowledged by him on 30 March.
6. Date of next meetings
This were agreed to be on Tuesday 25 May 2023 at 7.30 pm in the Preston Brockhurst village hall and would include the Annual Assembly, the AGM and the normal Parish Council meetings.
