MINUTES OF MORETON CORBET AND LEE BROCKHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD IN THE PRESTON BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 13 MAY 2025 AT 7.30 PM
Present:

Mr C Mackley


 Chairman
Mrs J Embrey
Mr K Evans


Vice Chairman

Mr J Lester

Mr D Maddock

Mr J Plaskett

Ms Z Ryder

Brigadier A Hedley
             Clerk

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
1. No member of the public attended the Assembly which was advertised on the Parish Council       website.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

1. Appointments for 25/26. The following appointments were unanimously agreed:


a. Chairman


Mr C Mackley


b. Vice Chairman

Mr K Evans


c. Clerk and Treasurer
            Brigadier A Hedley


d. Snow Warden

Mr J Lester


e. Tree Warden

Mr J Plaskett

The Clerk stated that, having been in post since 1997, he intended to stand down in May 2026.

2.  Finance

a. Internal auditor’s report FY24/25.  Councillors noted the report dated 18 Apr 25.
b. Annual Governance Statement FY24/25. Councillors authorised the Chairman and   Clerk/RFO to sign the Statement.

c. Accounting Statement FY24/25.  Councillors authorised the Chairman to sign this document.

d.  Exemption Certificate FY23/24. Councillors authorised the Chairman and Clerk/RFO to sign this certificate which would now be forwarded to the appointed auditor (PKF Littlejohn). The right to inspect accounts notice would be displayed on the website in June in accordance with the required regulations. All other required documents relating to the accounts would also be posted on the website.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
1. Minutes of previous meeting.  The minutes of the meeting held on 28 March 25 were approved.

2. Matters Arising

a. Suggestions for spending of the CIL grant (£592).  The Preston Brockhurst Village Hall committee did not wish to proceed with the installation of a defibrillator. Councillor Lester understood that Lee Brockhurst Village Hall committee is considering the refurbishment of its lavatories and this might be an option for the use of the CIL, as a contribution towards the cost of this work. The Clerk undertook to contact the treasurer as to ascertain whether or not this would be welcomed.
3.  Bills for payment
   The following bills were authorised for payment:
   a. Parish Council insurance £150.15
   b. Grants to Lee Brockhurst and Preston Brockhurst Village Halls -£600 each

   c. Grants to St Peter’s Church Lee Brockhurst and St Bartholomew’s Church Moreton Corbet-       £300 each
  d. Internal audit fee-Mr I Wilson £50
  e.  SALC annual subscription-£228.68
  f. Grass cutting charges season 2024-£300 (payable to Mr Watt at end of season)
  g. Refund to Brig Hedley for Hugo Fox website charges 2025-2026-£143.86
After all the above bills had been paid, the amount remaining in the current account was £843. This amount includes the CIL grant of £592. The ring-fenced amount remaining in the reserve account for future website charges is now reduced to £382 following payment of the Hugo Fox bill above.
4. Planning Applications Update.
a. Replacement of existing conservatory with enlarged one using similar footprint-The Willows Lee Brockhurst. Supported by PC and decision awaited from Shropshire planning.
5. BT’s proposal to disconnect the PCBs at Preston Brockhurst and Lee Brockhurst.
This issue has surfaced again. It was the PC’s wish last time to retain both boxes and in accordance with these the Clerk had responded on similar line to his previous submission and this would be supported by Shropshire Council. However, the ability of Shropshire Council to veto the closure has now been removed and it was therefore possible that that the boxes would be disconnected. On the positive side, as the boxes were Red K6’s and enjoying listed status, it is understood that they would remain in situ but locked up. It is also understood that BT would be responsible for their repair and redecoration.
6.  Migration of PC website and Councillor e-mails to  .gov.uk suffix
a.  a requirement is now in force for all PC websites and councillors to migrate to a .gov.uk suffix.  The Clerk has initiated this process, with Hugo Fox taking the lead. Hugo Fox will not raise a domain charge but will raise a monthly charge according to the number of email accounts supplied. The annual additional cost of this is estimated to be £259 and this will reduce the ring-fenced website amount in the reserve account from £382 to £123.
b.  The Clerk also outlined the new system for Councillors to register the Declaration of Pecuniary Interests. He explained that he would alert Councillors once Shropshire Council was about to request completion of the form.

7.  Date of next meeting
This was provisionally fixed for 12 August at 7.30 pm in the Preston Brockhurst village hall. If no urgent items were identified, the next meeting would be held in November.
