MINUTES OF MORETON CORBET AND LEE BROCKHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE PRESTON BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 10 JANUARY 2023 AT 7.30 PM
Present:

Mr C Mackley


 Chairman
Mr K Evans 


 Vice Chairman
Mrs J Embrey

Mr J Lester

Mr D Maddock

Mr J Plaskett
Brigadier A Hedley
             Clerk

Apologies: Mr A Brown and Councillor S Jones (Shropshire Council)
1. Minutes of previous meeting.  The minutes of the meetings held on 8 November 22 were           approved.

2.  Matters Arising

a. Delay in actioning reported damaged road signs.   The update from EM Oswestry on the progress over replacing damaged road signs in the Parish has still not been forthcoming. Following a further ‘chaser email, a response was promised next week.
b.  Enforcement action-3 Lee Hill Lee Brockhurst.  The enforcement team has now        responded with an update over the delay in the owners complying with the requirement to lower the roof height of the unlawfully constructed office/annex.  The team has engaged with the owners who are willing to comply with the conditions but state that the delay is caused by the difficulty in finding a suitable contractor and in sourcing the relevant materials.  The Clerk has received an assurance that the enforcement team will not close the file until the work has been completed to their satisfaction.
3.  Finance

a.  Precept bid FY23/24. This had been submitted to Shropshire Council and should result in every household being charged a slightly smaller amount than the current year (eg £1 less for a Band D property).  The reasons for this reduction were the retention of the same precept as FY22/23 and the increase in the number of properties within the Parish.
  4. Planning Applications update

a. The Chalet Lee Brockhurst.  Rebuild of bungalow within existing footprint. Supported by     PC and now approved by Shropshire Council.
5.  Delay in repairing/replacing the steps on the National Trust(NT)Lee Brockhurst                  circular walk.
     The main access to the NT circular walk round Lee Hill is via wooden steps 300 metres to the      north of the village green. These were removed in May 22. Numerous attempts by the Clerk         and others to determine whether or not they will be replaced, and if so when, have been                unsuccessful. This was partly because the person responsible for facilities within the Parish         area has left and a replacement is not due till next month.  Last month the Clerk was able to         gain an assurance from the West Midlands area manager that the steps would be                           replaced, although he was unable to say whether or   not the new steps had been ordered. It has now been established that no order has been placed and it   will be necessary for one to be placed and then for a contractor to install them. The Clerk has emphasised that the walk is widely popular both within and outside the Parish area and has stressed that all users wish that the steps be installed as a matter of urgency.
6. Briefing note from Councillor Jones (Shropshire Council).
Councillor Jones, being unable to attend due to a clash of dates with Parish Council meetings, sent a briefing note on 2 topics: the review of local constituency boundaries within Shropshire and the forecast council tax increase. The review regarding boundaries for the Shawbury area is expected to conclude that they remain unchanged as the electorate numbers fall within the guidelines-thus Councillor Jones or his successor would continue to support Moreton Corbet and Lee Brockhurst.  On the matter of Council tax for FY23/24 the likely increase would be 5.9%.
7. Date of next meeting
This was agreed to be on Tuesday 28 March 2023 at 7.30 pm in the Preston Brockhurst village hall and Councillor Embrey made the booking.
