MINUTES OF MORETON CORBET AND LEE BROCKHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE PRESTON BROCKHURST VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 26 MARCH 2024 AT 7.30 PM
Present:

Mr C Mackley              
Chairman
Mr A Brown

           
Mr K Evans 


Vice Chairman
Mrs J Embrey

Mr J Lester

Mr J Plaskett

Mr D Maddock

Brigadier A Hedley
             Clerk

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS

1. The minutes of the last meetings, held on 9 and 30 January were approved.

MATTERS ARISING

2. Impact of the Lorry Park near RAF Shawbury on neighbouring residents. Following assistance from Councillor Jones, a representative from Shropshire Environmental Heath (EH) had visited the site and forwarded a report. The conclusions were that there were no 
(EH) issues and that the site met the laid down standards of maintenance. The possibility of rats being on the site had also been ruled out. The report concluded by saying that if the residents wished to pursue the matter the only way open would be for a private claim for loss of income which was likely to be expensive and have an uncertain outcome. After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council could not assist any further and that Councillor Evans would show the report to the residents. It was confirmed that the author of the EH report had agreed to the reports being disclosed.
3.  Flooding/overflowing drains in the middle of Lee Brockhurst. Councillors Lester and Maddock confirmed that the flooding problem in Lee Brockhurst had not yet been resolved although some drainage clearance work had been done recently. After note: the clerk had contacted the head of EM Oswestry and had received an assurance the matter was in hand.
FINANCE
4.  Community infrastructure levy grant (CIL). The clerk had been notified recently that a CIL grant of £592 would be paid into the accounts in April.  He explained that this was unexpected as he could not recall any development over the last few years which was liable for this levy and the CIL team could not say from which development this had arisen either. Ideas for the use of this money were requested, to be discussed at the May meeting.
5. Change of bank signatory’s update. The application was first submitted on 31 Jan and was still not authorised 8 weeks later. After note: NatWest confirmed that the process was complete on 28 March.
6. Payment to Hugo Fox for use of their website.  Payment will be due from sometime in April with the likely charge being approximately £122 pa.
PLANNING UPDATE
7. Implications of the new planning enforcement protocol. The enforcement team had recently been restructured with the aim of making it more responsive and efficient. To this end the revised enforcement protocol, published at the end of 2023, gave new guidelines.  The main principle in these is that, wherever possible, someone in breach of planning rules should be given every chance to rectify the breach before a formal enforcement notice is issued. This might mean, for example, the submitting a retrospective planning application or agreeing to rectify the error within a time frame. Only if the owner resisted all options to meet planning conditions would an enforcement order be issued.  A further important change relating to confidentiality is that possible planning breaches are not to be covered in PC meetings or discussed at them unless a formal enforcement order has been issued (in which case it would be in the public domain via the Council enforcement webpage). The clerk further stated that currently there were no outstanding enforcement issues relating to any property within the Parish.
8. Applications update
a. Palm Springs Farm outbuildings-conversion of barns to 3 dwellings-supported by the Parish Council and now approved)
b. 3 Lee Hill, Lee Brockhurst- retrospective change of land use for replacement log cabin. Representation made taking balanced position-decision awaited
c. Conversion of Farm Buildings close to Preston Hall into 5 dwellings and an estate      office- supported by Parish Council but application now withdrawn
d. Chapel and Sunday School near Moreton Mill- conversion to dwelling with annexe   and detached garage-supported by Parish Council, decision awaited
e. 56 Preston Brockhurst-erection of single storey rear extension.                     Supported by Parish Council but initially refused by Shropshire Council. Resubmitted (removing the plan to render and paint the new brickwork) and now approved.
DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS
9. This was agreed to be at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 21 May 2024 in the Preston Brockhurst Village Hall and Councillor Embrey made the booking. The meetings will include the Annual Assembly, the AGM and the usual PC meeting.
